
 The Massachusetts Housing 
& Shelter Alliance (MHSA) to-
day announced that it will hon-
or Senator Brendan P. Crighton 
(D – Third Essex District) for 
his commitment to providing 
comprehensive housing solu-
tions for people experiencing 
homelessness in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Senator 
Crighton will receive the “Canon 
Brian S. Kelley Public Servant 
Award” at the 2020 MHSA An-
nual Meeting, which will be held 
virtually on December 10, at 9 
a.m.

 The award is named in hon-
or of Canon Brian S. Kelley, a 
longtime advocate committed to 
ending homelessness through his 
tireless work at Boston’s Cathe-
dral Church of St. Paul.

“While Senator Crighton has 
always been a leader in address-
ing the issue of homelessness, 

he stepped up in a big way from 
the outset of the pandemic,” 
said MHSA President & Execu-
tive Director Joe Finn. “Senator 
Crighton recognized the impact 

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 
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Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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TRASH 
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Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
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Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 
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Monday, February 19th
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Crighton honored for dedication to people 
experiencing homelessness during COVID-19

Public Servant Award

Senator Brendan P. Crighton.

By Cary Shuman

Restaurant owner George 
Markos will be continuing his 
annual tradition of giving away 
free turkey dinners on Thanks-
giving at Brothers Deli, 41 Mar-
ket St.

 Markos and his staff will be 
distributing the dinners to guests 
outside the front doors of the 
restaurant due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. In the past 26 years 
of the event, guests were able to 
enjoy their meals at booths and 
tables inside the restaurant.

“We’ll be hosting it as we do 
every year but people will not be 
able to come inside the restau-
rant and sit down,” said Markos. 
“We’re going to be giving out the 
dinners at the door. We’re doing 

it this way for the safety of our 
guests and our staff. We’re tak-
ing these precautions because of 
the coronavirus.”

Markos said residents can stop 
by for their free dinners from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. “If people come 
early, we’ll be ready,” said Mar-
kos.

The traditional Thanksgiv-
ing dinner will include turkey, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing, veg-
etables, and cranberry sauce. “I 
haven’t figured out what the des-
sert will be, but we’ll have some-
thing good for the people.”

Markos said he’s happy to be 
able to bring joy to residents on 
the holiday.

“The people are golden,” said 

By Cary Shuman

Michael Whitten didn’t begin 
skating regularly until he was 
32. His sons, 12-year-old Ty-
ler and 7-year-old Ryan, have 
stepped on the ice a lot earlier in 
their lives.

Whitten was at the Connery 
Rink Sunday for a Lynn Youth 
Hockey open-ice session that 
welcomes players of all ages. 
Tyler and Ryan were having a 
great time working on their ice 
skating and stickhandling skills 
with their father, while their 
mother, Jocelyn Whitten was 
watching and providing encour-
agement from her seat in the 
Connery bleachers.

“I live on Sluice Pond and I 

A Thanksgiving 
tradition 
continues At 
Brothers Deli

George Markos, owner of Brother’s Deli, will be giving away free 
Thanksgiving dinners at his popular restaurant. It is the 27th year 
that Markos has hosted the event.

Whitten Family is all-in with Lynn Youth Hockey
started skating about a dozen 
years ago,” said Michael Whit-
ten. “I’m originally from Lynn 
and moved back to the city when 
I got married.”

Whitten has been involved in 
Lynn Youth Hockey for six years. 
He was one of his son Tyler’s 

coaches on the 2019-20 Lynn 
Jets Pee Wee I team. The Pee 
Wees had a strong season before 
it was cut short by COVID-19. 
Younger son Ryan is a skater in 
the LYH Mites program.

Please see TRADITION Page 5

Please see WHITTEN Page 6
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday, tracing its roots 

back almost 400 years to the Pilgrims, long before there was even a 
thought of a United States of America. 

Thanksgiving is the ultimate family-centered holiday. It has no 
religious meaning, no national-celebration connotations, and no re-
quired gift-giving. It lacks the commercialism, religiosity, solemnity, 
and political overtones of all of our other national observances.

It is the only day on the calendar when we have no obligation other 
than to spend the day with those who mean the most to us. It asks 
nothing more from each of us (other than for the person who is doing 
all the cooking!) beyond just showing up and enjoying the company 
of our family and friends and then having a great meal.

Even amidst this time of a raging pandemic in our country, we all 
can agree that Thanksgiving makes us aware of what we have to be 
thankful for. Despite our present trials and tribulations, Americans 
are remarkably fortunate to be where we are. Thanksgiving is a na-
tional celebration that serves to remind us how blessed we are at a 
time when circumstances are so cruel for so many others in a world 
in which there are more refugees than at any time since the end of 
World War II.

Thanksgiving serves as a rare day for relaxation, reflection, and 
inevitably -- at least for some of us -- a post-dinner nap or early night 
of sleep. In a time when so many of us are connected 24/7 to some 
instrument of communication, it truly is a relief to have a day when 
we can just shut it all off.

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful -- Thanksgiving.

ENJOY THE 
HOLIDAY SAFELY 

We would be remiss if we did not remind our readers to enjoy the 
holiday weekend, but to do so safely.

The pandemic is spreading like widlfire across our nation, shat-
tering previous records of infection on a daily basis and requiring 
all of us to take every precaution to ensure that we do not spread the 
coronavirus among our friends and family members.

The virus does not take a holiday -- and each of us must act ac-
cordingly.

Thanksgiving 2020; home, but not alone

Guest Op-ed

By Karen Lee Sobol

 Has your sense of time shift-
ed lately?  Does avoiding peo-
ple feel bizarre, and has Purell 
become your new best friend?  
Do you spot beauty in surprising 
places, and feel the rhythm of 
your breath inside your mask?

 I’ve lived through this before.  
Then, I was solo.  Now, I’m one 
of seven billion, living through 
it again, with you.  Both times, 
with little advance notice, a dead-
ly disease became a dire threat.  
Then, in 2005, I was diagnosed 
with a non-Hodgkin’s lympho-
ma defined as rare and incur-
able.  Now, in 2020, we all risk 
infection by COVID-19, a wild-
ly contagious novel coronavirus 
with no known cure.  My blood 
cancer was so rare it’s called an 
orphan disease.  COVID-19 is so 
universal it’s called a pandemic.

Thinking about the Thanks-
giving holiday usually energizes 
us.  Plans often include travel, 
time with family and friends, and 
meals shared.  This year, the dan-
gers of spreading or contracting 
COVID-19 trigger anxiety and 
dread.  What to do?

 In 2005, I faced a similar di-
lemma.  I was in the midst of a 

clinical trial with a monoclonal 
antibody.  Because the drug had 
annihilated my immune system, 
every germ and virus, whether 
it came from another person or 
naturally lived inside my body 
or on my skin, could pose a le-
thal threat.  I washed and sani-
tized my hands obsessively and 
never touched my face.  Social 
isolation was self-protection, 
so I left home only to go to the 
hospital or take solitary walks, a 
scarf wrapped over my nose and 
mouth.  Holding a vision of my-
self as cancer-free and healthy, as 
though I already were, I felt that 
a brighter future was just a matter 
of time.

In a normal year, my family’s 
Thanksgiving tradition might 
start by serving a mid-day meal 
to guests at a local shelter, then 
welcoming family and friends 
to dinner in our home.  But for 
us 2005 was no normal year and 
exposing me to other people 
wasn’t an option.  Instead, we 
ordered in dinner for three—my 
husband, our teen-aged daughter, 
and me—and felt grateful.  We 
connected with people by phone, 
and their intangible energy 
helped sustain my nuclear family 
through our crisis. 

 For us all, 2020 is no normal 
year.  Together we face the poten-
tially deadly risk of COVID-19.  
And we’re tired of social isola-
tion.  But what opportunities we 
have, including the opportunity 
to keep ourselves, our families, 
and our friends, safe, and to share 
our resources more widely.   

Remember what they say be-
fore an airplane takes off?  “If the 
oxygen masks drop down, put 
your own mask on before assist-
ing others.” 

 This Thanksgiving, if you’re 
lucky enough to have a home, 
please stay there.  Being alone 
doesn’t have to mean being lone-
ly.  Consider safe, helpful ways 
to support and connect with peo-
ple.  Perhaps order your dinner 
from a local restaurant to help 
keep cooks and staff employed.  
Perhaps donate to a local food 
bank or shelter so those less for-
tunate have meals

to nourish them.  Perhaps, in 
recognition of the historic roots 
of the day, contribute to an orga-
nization like the Indigenous En-
vironmental Network which pro-
vides desperately needed food 

Please see OP-ED  Page 5
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that COVID-19 would have on 
people experiencing homeless-
ness and, in his role as Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Housing, 
ensured that the needs of those 
living in permanent supportive 
housing did not go unnoticed.”   

“I am humbled to receive the 
Canon Brian S. Kelley Public 
Servant Award,” said Senator 
Crighton. “It has been an ab-
solute honor to work with Joe 
Finn and the outstanding staff 
at the Massachusetts Housing & 
Shelter Alliance. Their decades 
of commitment and dedicated 
service assisting people who are 
experiencing homelessness are 
truly remarkable. COVID-19 
has had devastating effects on 
housing-insecure families and 
individuals throughout the Com-
monwealth. MHSA works to 
meet people where they are, to 
maintain and recognize their dig-
nity and to help them get back on 

their feet. I am proud to call them 
a partner and I am deeply moved 
and greatly appreciate this recog-
nition.”

 Elected to the State Senate 
in 2018, Senator Crighton rep-
resents the Third Essex Dis-
trict, serving the City of Lynn 
and Towns of Lynnfield, Mar-
blehead, Nahant, Saugus and 
Swampscott. As Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Housing, 
Senator Crighton advocates for 
legislation and programs that 
prevent homelessness, promote 
housing affordability, incentiv-
ize transit-oriented development, 
and help build diverse housing 
stock.

 More information about the 
MHSA Annual Meeting is avail-
able at https://www.mhsa.net/
AM2020 or by contacting Meg 
Hoffman Calleja at mcalleja@
mhsa.net.

 The Massachusetts Housing 

& Shelter Alliance (MHSA) is 
a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to ending homelessness in 
Massachusetts. Through advo-
cacy, collaboration, education, 
and innovative program devel-
opment, MHSA focuses on evi-
dence-based solutions that reduce 
public reliance on emergency re-
sources and prioritize access to 
stable housing and individualized 
support services. MHSA draws 
on the on-the-ground experience 
of its 89 member agencies from 
across Massachusetts to inform 
its advocacy and program devel-
opment. MHSA’s unique posi-
tion as an intermediary between 
public agencies and homeless 
service providers enables it to 
create solutions to homelessness 
that have the greatest impact. For 
more information, please visit 
www.mhsa.net.

Special to the Journal

The House of Representatives 
passed legislation to create the 
tech sector apprenticeships Rep. 
Seth Moulton designed in his 
CHANCE in Tech Act. The key 
parts of Moulton’s bill were in-
cluded in The National Appren-
ticeship Act, a larger package of 
apprenticeship bills.

 “Apprenticeships aren’t ves-
tiges of a bygone era, they’re the 
future. Our country is stronger 
when people have the skills to 
find fulfilling jobs and companies 
have people who can explore and 
innovate on the job,” Moulton 
said. “Even during a period of 
record unemployment, thousands 
of good jobs in the tech sector are 
unfilled simply because Ameri-
cans lack the skills to land the job. 
By passing my bill, Congress will 
help close the gap.” 

 Tommy Ross, Senior Director, 
Policy at BSA | The Software Al-
liance said: “New pathways to dy-
namic tech jobs are key to broad-
en and diversify the workforce. 
Software jobs are growing in ev-
ery state across the country, and 
everyone should be able to take 
advantage of these opportunities. 
The apprenticeships created by 
the CHANCE in Tech Act will 
help equip Americans with the 
skills they need for 21st-century 
jobs. We’re pleased the CHANCE 
in Tech Act was included in the 
National Apprenticeship Act.  We 
applaud Representative Moulton 
for his leadership and thank the 
House for passing this important 
legislation.”

 Moulton introduced The 
Chance in Tech Act in 2017 as a 
way to create pathways for peo-
ple looking to obtain tech jobs 
but who had no prior experience. 
After meeting with EBSCO In-
formation Services of Ipswich 
and similar tech employers in his 
community, Rep. Moulton real-
ized the gap between the many 
tech jobs available and the rel-
atively small pool of workers 
able to fill them was something 
Congress could help close. If the 
bill is passed by the Senate and 
signed into law by the president, 
the government will be able to 
contract with industry intermedi-
aries, matchmakers who connect 
apprenticeship programs and em-
ployers, to promote apprentice-
ship programs in the tech sector. 
Moulton returned to EBSCO to 

introduce the bill in a ceremony.
 The CHANCE in Tech Act is 

part of a broader push by Rep. 
Moulton to modernize how Amer-
ica does business. In the past few 
months, Moulton has focused on 
updating archaic government sys-
tems.

 In July, the House passed 
H.R. 2, a major transportation bill 
which included the key parts of 
Moulton’s SAFE DRIVERS Act, 
which will allow Departments 
and Registries of Motor Vehicles 
to share data across state lines. 
Moulton introduced the bill in 
September following a fatal June 
21, 2019 crash in New Hampshire 
where a commercially-licensed 
truck driver who should not have 
had a license plowed into a group 
of motorcyclists, many of whom 
were Marine veterans as they trav-
eled to a charity event. Investiga-
tors discovered incidents in Texas 
and Connecticut that should have 
prevented the driver of the truck 
that hit the motorcyclists from 
keeping a license. Almost a year 
after the bill’s introduction, the 
Boston Globe cited it in an inves-
tigative series as something that 
could prevent one of the many 
failures that allowed the truck 
driver to say on the road despite 
several incidents that should have 
caused Massachusetts to revoke 
his license.

 A 2019 study from George-
town University on government 
modernization used Moulton’s 
office as a case study for how to 
integrate technology into public 
service. Moulton and his team 
earned an award this year for 
providing the best constituent ser-
vices in Congress, in part because 
his team partnered with Code For 
Boston to build an app that helps 
civil servants accurately calcu-
late their retirement. The team 
recognized the issue after several 
teachers and other public servants 
came to the office for help. Peo-
ple were using a Social Security 
Administration calculator that did 
not account for a policy called the 
Windfall Elimination Provision, 
which limited the amount of pub-
lic benefits public workers can 
receive when they retire. As a re-
sult, the calculator showed people 
they would retire with significant-
ly more money than they actually 
ended up with, and many of the 
constituents did not get the real 
number until after they retired.

Rep. Moulton’s CHANCE 
in Tech Act passes houseThank you to our elected officials

Guest Op-ed

By Senator Brendan Crighton
The foundation of our democ-

racy depends on our ability to 
conduct free and fair elections. 
This year’s election was faced 
with a wide range of challeng-
es that were both unprecedent-
ed and daunting. Despite these 
obstacles, we were able to live 
up to the highest standards of 
elections because of an engaged 
electorate and the many people 
who make elections work on the 
ground level.

Thank you to the clerks of the 
Third Essex District, including: 
Lynn City Clerk Janet Rowe, 
Lynnfield Town Clerk Linda 
Emerson, Marblehead Town 
Clerk Robin Michaud, Nahant 
Town Clerk Diane Dunfee, Sau-
gus Town Clerk Ellen Schena, 
and Swampscott Town Clerk Su-
san Duplin. The record-breaking 
voter turnout this election across 
our district and state could not 
have been possible without 
your efforts. I would also like 
to sincerely thank the election 
officials, poll workers, postal 
workers, first responders, and 
law enforcement officers who 
responded quickly and decisive-
ly to many pandemic-related ob-
stacles to ensure that all voters 
could safely cast their ballots.

In this historic election, NBC 
projected that over 159.8 million 
Americans voted, constituting a 
voter turnout rate of 66.8%—the 
highest in over a century. After 6 
long days of counting millions of 
mailed-in ballots and those bal-
lots cast during the early voting 
period, President-elect Joe Biden 
made history, securing nearly 79 
million votes—more than any-
one to ever run for the U.S. pres-
idency. The success of this elec-
tion, in the middle of a global 
pandemic, would not have been 
possible without the efforts of 
countless advocates fighting for 
urgently needed election poli-
cy changes. While many states 
were making it harder for peo-
ple to vote, we in the Massachu-
setts Legislature took action and 
passed a law in July that guaran-
teed all registered voters in the 
state the right to vote early and 
by mail. The impact of this new 
law was felt across the Common-
wealth as Secretary of State Bill 
Galvin reported that of the re-
cord-breaking 3.6 million votes 
cast in the 2020 general election, 
2.3 million were cast by mail or 
at an early voting location.

Despite the many base-
less claims made by President 
Trump, one thing is very clear: 

the election was not stolen from 
him. In fact, his own DHS Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency stated that the 
2020 election “was the most se-
cure in history” and that “there is 
no evidence” that voting systems 
were compromised. The Presi-
dent’s calls to stop the counting 
of votes, unsubstantiated claims 
of voter fraud, and groundless 
lawsuits are un-American. Leg-
islatures will continue to ig-
nore Trump’s pleas to flip state 
electors and the courts will 
continue to throw his lawsuits 
out, but the President’s actions 
nonetheless threaten democracy 
worldwide.

If there is anything history 
has taught us, it is that in order 
for democracy to function, we 
need to have free and fair elec-
tions. We accomplished that here 
in Massachusetts and nation-
wide in 2020, thanks to so many 
Americans who made their voic-
es heard at the ballot box and 
the election officials who helped 
protect our democracy. Once 
again, thank you all for your self-
less and crucial work.

Brendan Crighton is a Massa-
chusetts State Senator.
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Spring is finally here and with 
it comes our annual Membership 
drive at the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association. Soon to reach our 
centennial, our volunteer organi-
zation has worked to preserve the 
historic beauty and quality of life 
on Beacon Hill since 1922. 

From answering your calls and 
e-mails, to working with the City 
on zoning, architecture, trees, 
trash, and traffic and parking 
issues, the BHCA office is a busy 
place. Most recently, we have 

been able to recapture 15-min-
ute resident parking spaces at 
the intersection of Joy and Mt. 
Vernon Streets, and we are work-
ing closely with the City on the 
new accessibility and traffic calm-
ing measures that are appearing 
all over Beacon Hill. Contractor 
parking is a constant challenge, 
and we listen and do our best 
to respond to your concerns, so 
that the impact on neighbors is 
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BHAC continues 
Beacon Hill 
Bistro application

Area A-1 sees 11 percent decrease in 
Part One crime in ’19 from last year

Aspire Spring Gala raises $2.6M for autism research

It’s Membership Season at the BHCA!

By Dan Murphy

As the first quarter of 2019 
came to a close, Area A-1 report-
ed an 11 percent drop in violent 
and property crime, compared 
with the same timeframe the pre-
vious year.

 According to Boston Police, 
449 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported between Jan. 1 
and March 24 of this year in the 
dis-trict, which includes Beacon 
Hill, Chinatown Downtown and 
the North End, down from 504 
last year.

 While no homicides were 
reported either this year or last, 
the rate of rapes and attempted 
rapes doubled as the number of 
inci-dents climbed to eight from 
four in 2018.

 In contrast, robberies and 
attempted robberies were down 
nearly 55 percent, dropping to 
15 from 33 last year.

 Similarly, the rate of domestic 
aggravated decreased by around 
57 percent as the number of inci-
dents fell to three from seven in 
2018.

 Non-domestic aggravated 

assaults were also down by near-
ly 12 percent, with 52 incidents 
in 2019, compared to 59 a year 
ago.

 Likewise, commercial bur-
glaries saw more than a 29-per-
cent decline as the number 
dropped to 12 from 17 in 2018.

 The rate of residential bur-
glaries remained steady, however, 
with nine incidents this year and 
last, respectively.

 Meanwhile, other burglaries 
were on the rise as the number 
climbed to three from one in 
2018.

 Larcenies from motor vehi-
cles were down around 49 per-
cent, with 43 incidents in 2019 
as opposed to 85 the previous 
year, while other larcenies were 
up nearly 10 percent, with 291 
this year, com-pared with 265 in 
2018.

 Moreover, the rate of auto 
theft decreased almost 46 per-
cent as the number fell to 13 
from 24 the previous year.

 Citywide, Part One crime was 
down around 7 percent, with 
3,302 incidents this year, com-
pared with 3,599 in 2018.

Program leaders and participants are all smiles at the Aspire Spring Gala  held by MassGeneral Hospital for Children.

Photos by Matt West

Around 900 people came 
together for the MassGeneral 
Hospital for Children Aspire 
Spring Gala at the Four Seasons 
and raised more than $2.6 mil-
lion for autism research and care. 
The 19th annual event support-
ed Aspire, the highly successful, 
therapeutically-based program 
of the Lurie Center for Autism 
based in Lexington, Mass. Aspire 
helps children, teens and adults 

with high cognitive autism spec-
trum disorder and related pro-
files develop the skills necessary 
to be successful in their commu-
nities and workplaces.

Peter L. Slavin, MD, presi-
dent of Massachusetts General 
Hospital; Scott McLeod, PhD, 
executive director of Aspire; 
Andrew Harris, Aspire program 
manager; the 2019 Aspire Spring 
Gala Committee of Stephanie 
and David Long, Tim Sweeney, 
Ann Marie and Daniel Gross, 

and Kim and Eric Karofsky 
(Terry and Tom Hamilton could 
not make it due to Aerosmith’s 
Las Vegas schedule); Aspire pro-
gram participants and their fam-
ilies; and corporations from all 
over the country were in atten-
dance to celebrate the great suc-
cess of the Aspire program.

“As Aspire continues to grow, 
we are engaging more and more 
clients with our new program-

(Aspire, Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission again voted to con-
tinue its determination on the 
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro’s 
application during its April 18 
hearing at City Hall

Frank McGuire, project archi-
tect, outlined two concepts for 
the building at 25 Charles St., 
both of which include plans to 
relocate the hotel’s main lobby 
and entry to the corner of Charles 
and Branch streets while offering 
two alternatives for realigning 
the building’s windows openings 
and patterns along its Charles-, 
Branch- and Chestnut-street 
sides.

Commissioner Miguel Rosales 
instructed the applicant to return 

to the commission with more 
information on the proposed 
hardware for the new entry door 
and the awning fronting Charles 
Street, as well as a final win-
dow design. “Your application 
is incomplete…and you need 
to resolve the window issue,” 
Rosales said.

The commission voted to deny 
without prejudice an application 
for the Charles Street Garage at 
144-158 Charles St. to remove 
three existing AT&T antennae 
and hardware from a chimney 
and replace them with four 
antennae inside three, new fiber-
glass canisters on the roof, which 
would have been visible from a 
public way.

(BHAC Pg. 8)
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Under sheets of rain, many 
people waited outside at RF 
O’Sullivan to receive a Thanks-
giving Day turkey. RF O’Sulli-
van & Sons wanted to give back 
to the City of Lynn. 

Owner, Richard O’Sullivan, 
was inspired to distribute 100 
Turkeys to Lynn families as he 
said, “It is good to give back 
once in a while; we are very ex-
cited to be established in Lynn. 
Richard continued to say, “Lynn 
has helped us to open a busi-
ness here. Due to Covid-19, the 
liquor license was suspended, 
and we used our extra income 
to give Thanksgiving turkeys to 
families who would be unable to 
have one. We believe in making 
people happy and this is what RF 
O’Sullivan is all about.”

RF O’SULLIVAN  AND SONS DISTRIBUTES TURKEYS

 Early morning arrivals, Shannon and Andrea, in line for a Turkey.  

Peter waits to receive a Turkey for Thanksgiving. 

Surrounded by bags of Turkeys for Lynn families- Richard II, Demjade, Linda, Sinead, and Richard I.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Lynn Journal encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and 
birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports 

stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices 
at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-
1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to 

Cary@lynnjournal.com  
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A U.S. Postal employee was 
arrested and charged in connec-
tion with stealing mail on at least 
21 occasions.

Angela Gomez, 40, of Lynn, 
was charged in a criminal com-
plaint with theft of mail by an 
employee. Gomez made an ini-
tial appearance in federal court 
in Boston this afternoon.

According to charging docu-
ments, postal inspectors received 
information that customers in 
Lynn reported missing mail. For 
example, one USPS customer 
reported that an expected Lilly 
Pulitzer gift card never arrived 
in the mail. Further investigation 
revealed that USPS City Carrier 
Assistant Angela Gomez han-
dled that particular customer’s 
route. Records indicated that the 
expected gift card was used in 
January 2020 for purchases de-
livered to Gomez’s then-home 
address and that the correspond-
ing email address belonged to 
Gomez. Subsequent surveillance 
of Gomez during the perfor-
mance of her duties revealed that 
she rifled through and stole mail 
on 21 separate occasions. 

The charging statute provides 
for a sentence of up to five years 
in prison, three years of super-
vised release and a $250,000 
fine. Sentences are imposed by a 
federal district court judge based 
upon the U.S. Sentencing Guide-
lines and other statutory factors.

United States Attorney An-
drew E. Lelling; Matthew 

Modafferi, Special Agent in 
Charge, North East Area Field 
Office, United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of Inspector Gener-
al; and William Kalb, Special 
Agent in Charge of the North 
East Field Division, Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Ad-
ministration (TIGTA) made the 
announcement today. Assistant 

U.S. Attorney Eugenia M Carris 
of Lelling’s Public Corruption 
& Special Prosecutions Unit is 
prosecuting the case.

The details contained in the 
complaint are allegations. The 
defendant is presumed innocent 
unless and until proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt in a 
court of law.

Tradition/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Elijah Alouidor of Lynn has 
been elected by the student body 
of North Shore Community Col-
lege (NSCC) to serve as its repre-
sentative on the college’s Board 
of Trustees. As student trustee, 
Alouidor will be the liaison be-
tween NSCC’s student popula-
tion and the college’s governance 
body. He shares student issues 
and concerns with the Board, and 
lends a student perspective to 
Board decision-making. 

A high achieving Business 
Administration student, Aloui-
dor has been actively involved 
with NSCC’s M.A.L.E.S. (Men 
Achieving Leadership, Excel-
lence and Success) program, a 
program designed to increase 
access, achievement and gradu-
ation rates for underserved stu-
dents who are first-generation, 
low-income, minority males 
and males of color, particularly 
young Latino and African Amer-

ican men, so their prospects for 
success in college and career are 
more attainable.

Having a strong sense of com-
munity and being passionate 
about the development of his 

peers led Alouidor to play an in-
tegral role in helping create the 
student M.A.L.E.S. club, ensur-
ing that students could build a 
brotherhood, have their voices 
heard, and feel a sense of belong-
ing on campus. He continues his 
involvement by helping create 
and schedule events, recruiting 
potential new members and was 
recently named the acting presi-
dent of the club.

“His commitment to personal 
growth, along with his outgoing 
personality, easily inspires those 
around him to reflect on how 
they, too, can work to achieve 
their own goals,“ said Michele 
Cubelli Harris, coordinator of the 
M.A.L.E.S. program and Aloui-
dor’s work study supervisor.

A 2019 graduate of Lynn 
Classical High School, Alouidor 
plans to continue his education at 
a four-year school after graduat-
ing from NSCC.

Elijah Alouidor named NSCC Student Trustee

Elijah Alouidor.

Markos. “I can’t ask for anything 
better than to have the support of 
my customers in the community. 
I don’t think anybody can have 
it as good as I have it with the 
people I have around me.”

Markos said business has 
been down during the pandem-
ic. His restaurant, a well-known 
breakfast hub for Lynn luminar-
ies gathering to discuss the is-
sues of the day, is abiding by the 
six-foot guidelines with roughly 
half the tables closed to provide 
for social distancing.

“Business is picking up but 
it’s not 100 percent,” said Mar-
kos. “A lot of people are order-
ing takeout.”

Markos, 61, came to the Unit-
ed States from Greece in 1975 
and could not speak any English. 
Five years later, he opened a 
restaurant and has been in busi-
ness for 40 years. He is a true 
immigrant success story.

George Markos and his wife, 

Eva Markos, have two children, 
George and Alexandra and two 
grandchildren, George and Phil-
lipos (Phillip).

Because of COVID-19, 
George hasn’t been able to vis-
it his grandson Philip, who was 
born seven months ago. “I see 
him on Facetime. I hope to see 
him soon. I feel so sad that I ha-
ven’t been able to see my second 
grandson.”

Markos said he is looking for-
ward to seeing many of his Lynn 
friends at Brothers on Thanks-
giving. “In these difficult times, 
we need to stand together and 
get through this together,” said 
Markos.

Markos offered his personal 
Thanksgiving greetings to Lyn-
ners.

“I just want to wish every-
body a happy Thanksgiving and 
for everybody to be safe,” he 
said.

Postal worker charged with stealing mail
and emergency COVID-19 relief 
funds to Native Americans.

With challenge comes oppor-
tunity.  We have the chance to 
stem COVID-19’s spread, and 
we have the chance to spread 
compassion.  Compassion nur-
tures healing and hope.  Its intan-
gible energy creates real results. 

 When the twelve weeks of my 
clinical trial ended, I was frail 
and exhausted, but signs of can-
cer had decreased dramatically, 
and five months later, the dis-
ease was gone.  It took two years 
and four months for my immune 
system to rebuild and I was able 
to resume normal life.  With the 
welcome news that a vaccine 
will likely be available within the 
next few months, I feel optimis-
tic that our collective timeline 
will be much shorter.

 I believe in medical science 
and I believe in the power of 
holding a vision of good health.  
Now, as then, I think of my fa-
vorite equation ever:  Hope = Be-

lief + Expectation.  I believe, and 
I fully expect, we can and we will 
stop COVID-19. 

 Imagine a world free of 
COVID-19 as if it already ex-
ists, and hold this vision with me.  
Imagine a world in which we 
care for ourselves and each other 
as one family.

 Now expand the vision to em-
brace the planet.  If we actively 
protect and preserve biodiversi-
ty—earth’s wondrously varied 
habitats and the countless species 
who thrive in them—we take a 
giant step to keeping hundreds of 
thousands of viruses in the plant 
and animal kingdoms where they 
belong, and where they won’t 
leap to us.

 Now we know.  Good health 
is global health.

Karen Lee Sobol lives in Bos-
ton  MA   and is Artist and Author 
of Twelve Weeks:  An Artist’s Sto-
ry of Cancer, Healing, and Hope.

Op-Ed/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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(781) 589-7113 • 60 Great Woods Rd, Lynn
Wed 12-8 - Thurs 12-9 - Fri 12-9 Sat 12-9 - Sun 12-8

Gannon’s Diamonds in the Rough 
Check out our newly renovated dining room, New TV’s for the big game

Spacious and Covid-19 friendly • Masks required
Chef Riv presents Fall/Winter specials:

Please call ahead let us know when you are coming
Regular Menu always available. Holiday and gatherings at home.

Wednesday’s Lunch Special- Buy 
any sandwich get 2nd one 1/2 
off. Homemade Beef stew/Chili in 
bread bowl served w/ fresh chips

Thursday’s Lunch/Dinner- Buy any 
Entrée, get second one 1/2 off.  
Black and Blue burger with ground 
pepper, ditch the bun add the egg. 

Friday’s Lunch/Dinner- Diamond’s 
famous prime rib, pick 2 sides. 
Fresh off the boat, Fried Seafood 
platter (baked if you like). Haddock/
Scallops/Shrimp/full belly Essex 
clams/rings, fries and slaw

Saturday’s Lunch/Dinner- Diamond’s 
famous prime rib, pick 2 sides. 
Lighter side but same great taste, 
Prime rib French dip sandwich

Sunday’s Lunch/Dinner- Nachos/Wings/Pizza specials all day

Catering is what we do! Free Catering Delivery

GAME DAY
SPECIAL

2 pizzas 10 wings/fries...$24.99
Add a Pizza ½ OFF, more wings 75¢

Game Day Special & Supreme Nachos $34.99

The Lynn Public Health De-
partment has confirmed that as of 
today, the number of active, con-
firmed positive COVID-19 cases 
is 1,056 with 54 new cases today. 
5,750 Lynn residents have recov-
ered and 129 have died. The to-
tal number of confirmed positive 
COVID-19 cases in Lynn since 
March 21, 2020, including those 
who have died and recovered, 
is 6,935. Please visit the City 
of Lynn COVID-19 Data Dash-
board which is updated daily.

 The City of Lynn is hosting 
a Tele Town Hall on COVID-19 
on Monday, November 23rd at 
6:00PM. Mayor Thomas McGee 
and Public Health Director Mi-
chele Desmarais will be joined 
by several medical experts from 
Lynn Community Health Center, 
North Shore Medical Center and 
North Shore Physicians Group.

 Residents will receive a 
phone call from the City of Lynn 
at 6:00PM on Monday evening 
and should remain on the line to 
join the town hall. There will be 
two simultaneous events offered, 
one in English and one in Span-

ish. For those residents who want 
to join the Spanish Town Hall, 
they will be offered the option 
to do so throughout the call. You 
can join the town halls at the fol-
lowing links:

Join English Town Hall: 
https://video.teleforumonline.
com/video/streaming.php?cli-
ent=20106

 Join Spanish Town Hall: 
https://video.teleforumonline.
com/video/streaming.php?cli-
ent=20350

 Stop the Spread Initiative 
Testing have been extended until 
December 31st

Please visit http://www.
ci.lynn.ma.us/covid19/resourc-
es.shtml#p7GPc1_2 for more 
information on how you can get 
a free COVID-19 test in the City 
of Lynn until December 31st. 

We will continue to provide 
regular updates on COVID-19 
through the City website (www.
lynnma.gov), social media, and 
the Smart 911 emergency notifi-
cation system (sign up at www.
smart911.com).

City of Lynn COVID-19 update

Whitten, who works for MIT 
Lincoln Laboratory at Hanscom 
Air Force Base in Bedford, said 
he couldn’t be happier with Lynn 
Youth Hockey and the positive 
experience the program is giv-
ing his two sons as they progress 
their hockey careers and further 
their enthusiasm for the sport.

“Lynn Youth Hockey is a fan-

tastic program,” said Whitten. 
[LYH President] Brian Boisson 
is a great guy and he’s done 
a lot with this program. He’s 
grown this program by leaps and 
bounds since he stepped in. It’s 
been great. This is our sixth year 
and we look forward to being a 
part of it every year.”

Whitter said both Tyler and 

Ryan hope to play high school 
hockey. Tyler should be ready 
to take the next step into varsity 
hockey soon.

“Tyler plays defense. Ryan’s 
not sure yet, but he says he wants 
to be a winger,” reported the 
proud dad after spending a fun 
Sunday with his family at the 
hometown hockey rink.

Whitten/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Michael Whitten is pictured with his sons, Tyler Whitten (center) and Ryan Whitten (right) and their Lynn 
Youth Hockey companion, Nick DeNino (left) at an LYH open-ice session Sunday at Connery Rink. 

Please Recycle

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 781-485-0588
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“What a wild romp. I didn’t see 
some of these twists coming.”

— Joey Phoenix, Creative Northshore

“A Street-tough 
crime novel with 

a poetic soul.”
— Jim DeFilippi,

author of Duck Alley

Just in time for the holidays
a new work of crime fiction set in Revere. 1980

Murder in the Marsh
 by Kevin Carey (DarkStroke Books)

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON. 
KINDLE OR PAPERBACK

The Spartans of St. Mary’s of Lynn’s Varsity Field Hockey Team 
Take Down the Cougars of Austin Prep, 3-2 in Quarter Finals.

Head Coach Victoria Ault and her team took the first game in the 
championship series against Austin Prep at “The Prep” 3-2. They will 
meet Crusaders of Bishop Fenwick in the next game of the series.

Maggie Pierce raises her stick 
high as she celebrates putting 
her team ahead 1-0.

Yirsy Queliz makes a pass to a 
team mate.

Captain Shannon Lovett had a 
great game assisting her goalie 
on key saves.

Goalie Ann Romelus maked several great saves during the game, 
including a penalty shot early in the first period.

Gianna Korisianos heads into the 
game from the sidelines Makayla McGrath heads down field to make a play.

Captain Achan Wol is doubled teamed at midfield.

Captain Pejae Parent makes it 2-0 Spartans.

ST. MARY’S VARSITY FIELD HOCKEY TEAM WINS 3-2 OVER AUSTIN PREP
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Michael. “So many people call 
him a hero. It just makes me so 
proud. He did a lot for a lot of 
people. He was respected. It’s 
different when your son loves 
you, but when people that aren’t 
related to you care about you, it 
just makes you proud.”

A loving younger brother 
William “Biff” Brennan
William “Biff” Brennan, 

Chelsea High Class of 1971, was 
nine years the junior to his only 
brother, John “Butch” Brennan, 
Chelsea High Class of 1962. He 
said this past Monday was a dif-
ficult day in the Brennan house.

“I really had a bad day when 
Michael Patrick called me with 
the news,” said Biff. “But I have 
a lot of personal friends in life 
and they’ve been calling and tex-
ting me and getting me through 
it. I appreciate their condolences, 
but this is a big loss for me.”

Biff recalled that Butch was 
the best man at his wedding when 
he married Claudia Nowicki, a 
popular member of the Chelsea 
High School Class of 1976. Biff 
and Claudia have been married 
for 30 years.

Biff said his brother suffered a 
heart attack in September, 2019. 
He recovered and was doing well 
this summer but his condition de-
teriorated in the past few months.

“He was a great brother,” said 
Biff. “He was always there for 
me. I tried to be the same for him 
through the politics and the other 
things in life.”

The sons of the late John J. 
Brennan Sr. and Eileen (Ryan) 
Brennan, Biff Brennan and John 
J. Brennan Jr. grew up on Walnut 

Street across from the Williams 
School.

Biff Brennan took an active 
role in his brother’s campaigns. 
“I wrote some of the political 
advertisements,” said Biff. “My 
brother never lost an election. 
He topped the ticket in 1983 
and 1985 and won for mayor in 
1987 and 1989. Being mayor is a 
tough job. He tried to do a good 
job and I think he did.”

Mayor John J. “Butch” Bren-
nan Jr. will always occupy a 
place of royalty and respect in 
the annals of Chelsea. He made a 
tough decision at a pivotal point 
in the city’s history and the city is 
now better for it.

Biff Brennan said the family 
will hold a memorial observance 
for his brother in the spring of 
2021.

SEEKING TO HELP 
HOMEOWNERS

CHELSEA - The City will 
use almost $5 million in Rainy 
Day Funds to shore up a budget 
deficit, and City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino is still requesting the 
Council use another $750,000 to 
help homeowners about to be hit 
with large property tax increases 
in the midst of the COVID-19 
public health and economic cri-
sis.

Ambrosino gave his annual 
report to the Council on the po-
tential tax rate setting process, 
which also reveals the City’s 
standing on the tax bill and just 
how much residents can look 

FORMER MAYOR 
BRENNAN DIES

CHELSEA - John J. ‘Butch’ 
Brennan Jr., who served as the 
last mayor of Chelsea for two 
terms in 1988 to 1991 before the 
city went into receivership, died 
Monday after a lengthy illness. 
He was 76.

Mr. Brennan symbolized that 
anything is possible in the arena 
of politics with the right mix of 
hard work, integrity, honor, and 
a belief in oneself that can you 
help improve the lives of resi-
dents with your decisive actions 
and deeds.

Mr. Brennan was a bartender 
at Ryan’s Tavern on Fifth Street 
when he decided to enter Chel-
sea politics. Friends and bar pa-
trons urged him to run for public 
office, convinced that the tall, 
personable, straight-talking com-
mon man could help Chelsea be-
come a better city.

Voters responded in record 
numbers to Mr. Brennan’s candi-
dacy. He topped the ticket twice 
in alderman-at-large races and 
then decided to run against in-
cumbent mayor Thomas Nolan 
in 1987. He won that election 
and took office in January, 1988, 
for the first of his two terms in 
office.

Michael Patrick Brennan, son 
of John “Butch” Brennan and 

Kathleen Brennan, was seven 
years old when his father decided 
to run for mayor.

“I definitely have some mem-
ories of the mayoral campaigns,” 
said Michael. “His stickers had a 
black background and Brennan 
was written in Kelly green.”

Mr. Brennan ran a high-volt-
age, high-visibility campaign. 
The people responded enthusias-
tically to the towering, 6-foot-4-
inch candidate who could relate 
well to the everyday plight and 
basic needs of Chelsea residents.

“I remember every Saturday 
morning holding signs across 
from the Central Fire Station,” 
said Michael. “Every day my 
father would come home from 
work, eat dinner early and we’d 
go door to door, knocking on ev-
eryone’s door just so he could in-
troduce himself and say that he’s 
there for the common person. He 
wanted to listen to what people 
wanted from a mayor.”

Brennan was answerable and 
accessible to residents who ral-
lied around him, admiring this 
new type of politician who was 
one of them.

“My father would take me to 
the park to play catch and some-
one would drive by and get out of 
their car and say, ‘Mayor Bren-
nan, I’m having a problem with 
this’ and the next day, my father 
would try and address it, wheth-

er it was calling the city workers 
to fix a pothole in front of some-
one’s house or something else. 
He just listened and he cared 
about people and that’s why he 
was so beloved.”

No matter was too big or too 
small for  Mayor Brennan.

“There was one elderly wom-
an who couldn’t get the newspa-
per anymore – I remember my 
father dropping the paper off at 
her house. He would go out of 
his way to deliver the newspaper 
on his way home from work,” 
said Michael. “That meant the 
world to her.”

Michael Patrick recalled that 
his stepbrother, Robert Small, 
also helped out immensely with 
their father’s campaigns and 
during his service as mayor. “He 
used to go with my dad down to 
the projects and help residents 
with their repairs. He’d tell Rob-
ert to bring his camera and he’d 
follow him, take pictures, and 
document everything.”

Kathleen Brennan, a striking-
ly elegant first lady of Chelsea, 
would assist in beautification 
projects throughout the city. “My 
mother and dad would drive 
around town watering the plants 
at nights,” recalled Michael. 
“My mother took a lot of pride 
in that.”

With the city facing difficult 
financial times, Mayor Brennan 
tried to convince residents to 
vote in favor of an override of 
Proposition 2 ½.

“My father would walk 
around door to door with this can 
of coffee,” remembered Michael. 
“My father’s point was that the 
cost of the can of coffee is what 
you’d be paying once a month in 
taxes and that it would help the 
school system and he wouldn’t 
have to lay off firefighters and 
police officers. But Proposition 
2 ½ lost big time. The residents 
turned it down. They didn’t want 
to do it. That’s when he reached 
out to the state to help Chelsea. 
My father thought that was the 
way to put the city he loved back 
on track to recovery after all 
those years of difficult financial 
circumstances. He pretty much 
gave away his job as mayor for 
the city he loved.”

Michael Patrick graduated 
from Saint Rose School, Mal-
den Catholic High School, and 
Stonehill College. He played in 
the Chelsea Little League and for 
Jimmy Manzo’s Knickerbockers 
in the CYBL.

Tall (6-feet, 3 inches) like his 
father, Michael and his wife, 
Meghan, have two daughters.

“People still ask me if I’m 
related to Butch Brennan,” said 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

The City of Everett is soliciting for proposals to redevelop the former 
Pope John XXIII High School site as affordable senior and veterans 
housing, and RFP released late last week. Request for Proposals for the 
disposition and redevelopment of the former Pope John XXIII High 
School located at 888 Broadway in Everett, Massachusetts as Afford-
able Housing will be received at the Office of the Purchasing Depart-
ment, Room 14, City Hall, 484 Broadway, Everett, MA 02149, until the 
time specified:  BID: Disposition and Redevelopment of 888 Broadway 
due December 7, 2020 at 12 p.m. EST.

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION

Please see REGION Page 9
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL

VOLUME 20, No. 57
WEDNESDAY
August 5, 2020

INDEX
Editorial 4 
Sports 13
Police 16+17
Classifieds	 22
Real Estate Transfers  5

REGARDING HRC 5
Morabito expresses 
dissappointment with HRC 
confirmation

Dimple Rana presents re-
search on state-wide HRCs

DEATHS
Thelma Mae Bugbee 
John Mello
Frances T. Fisher
Jean Fornari
Mary Ann Rich
Joan Savignano
Karl Warren
Obituaries Pgs 8-9

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

50 CENTS

For the latest news in Revere that you need to know, check 

reverejournal.com 

NEWS BRIEF

See NEWS BRIEF Page 2

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per
Gallon

$1.5   9
 
  Price 

subject to 
change 
without 
notice

Javier Bedoya
(617) 610-4428

javier_bedoya@msn.com

Javier Bedoya
(617) 610-4428

javier_bedoya@msn.com

 MARIO  
  617-569-6044

#32 IN THE USA
$32,978,400 total sales  MARIO  

  617-569-6044latino agents award

RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
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It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

BOOK YOUR 
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Call Your 
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(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

forward (or maybe not so for-
ward) to paying in the coming 
year. The tax rate for all prop-
erties is slated to be voted on by 
the Council Nov. 30.

“There is a large increase in 
values for two- and three-family 
homes,” said Ambrosino. “We 
will try to ameliorate it some-
what…but there will be sig-
nificant tax increases on these 
two classes of property owners. 
There is a small increase for 
singe-families and condo owners 
will get a decrease in tax bills. It 
is the two-family and three-fam-
ily homeowners that will be im-
pacted the most.”

Under the proposed rates, the 
average tax bill for a two-fam-
ily will be $4,629, which is an 
increase of $442 over last year. 
Three-family homes would have 
an average tax bill of $6,315, 
which is an increase of $767 
over last year.

Single-family homes would 
see an increase of $63 over last 
year, with an average bill of 
$2,705, while condo owners 
would see a reduction of $237 
from last year with an average 
bill of $1,935.

That is happening because 
property values have skyrocket-
ed in Chelsea and the surround-
ing communities – with the 
values used reflected the 2019 
calendar year when sales of 
homes were on fire.

The average value of a 
three-family home increased by 
12.9 percent in the time assessed, 
and two-families increased by 
11.2 percent. Single-families 
increased by 8.9 percent, and 
condos by 6.6 percent. Mean-
while, larger apartment build-
ings – which had increased in 
the double digits last year – were 
up only 4.1 percent. While such 
increases in values are wonder-
ful if one is selling or borrowing 
money on their equity, they ar-
en’t such good news when one 
is staying put and trying to pay 
increasing bills in a COVID-19 
pandemic.

To combat those values and 
increases, Ambrosino suggest-
ed the Council approve the full 
35 percent of the owner-occu-
pant residential exemption that 
is available. Up to now, the City 
has been slowly increasing the 
percentage from 25 percent over 
a five-year period. It wasn’t to hit 
35 percent until next year. How-
ever, Ambrosino said now is the 
time to unleash all available help 
to taxpayers.

“This year, given COVID-19, 
we should take the maximum 
exemption and that means tak-
ing the remaining 4 percent that 

is left and using it all this year,” 
he said.

Typically, tax increases have 
been approached with sympathy, 
but an understanding that taxes 
have been going up for a long 
time. However, with the eco-
nomic distress put on the City 
by COVID-19 – from job loss 
to tenants not paying rent – Am-
brosino said there had to be a dif-
ferent approach.

Ambrosino recommended the 
Council use more Rainy Day 
Funds to help all homeown-
ers dispel the increase in taxes 
through the new Homeowner 
Stabilization Fund. He said that 
Fund has $250,000 in it, but an 
addition of $750,000 would put 
it at $1 million and would allow 
a great amount of help.

Other forms of help, he said, 
would end up helping absentee 
landlords and industrial property 
owners, and spread thin the help 
for those most affected. With the 
Fund, they can target the help.

“The other ways are not the 
most effective way in my opinion 
to assist the two- and three-fam-
ily homeowners who will suffer 
from these large tax increases 
in COVID-19 times,” he said. 
“What I suggest is we add funds 
to the existing Homeowner Sta-
bilization Fund.

On Tuesday, the City an-
nounced the Homeowner Sta-
bilization Program application 
period had been extended to No-
vember 30.

The City’s finances which 
had been strong for some time, 
have suffered greatly under 
COVID-19. First, excise taxes 
that are mostly paid in Chelsea 
by Enterprise Car Rental for its 
airport activities has plummeted. 
Last year, the City collected $12 
million in excise tax, but that has 
been reduced to $5.4 million as 
airport activity has decreased by 
90 percent, Ambrosino said.

Hotel/Motel Room Taxes also 
decreased significantly, going 

from $1.95 million to $700,000 
this year. In all, receipts across 
the board were down, and pre-
viously they had been growing 
steadily each year.

Councilor Giovanni Recupero 
said he felt there was a problem 
with valuations, and with some 
changes in the Assessor’s Office, 
he asked for a meeting to talk 
about the values with them.

“Apartment buildings didn’t 
go up substantially,” he said. 
“The last couple of years they 
didn’t increase as significantly 
as the two- and three-families. It 
doesn’t make sense. They’re the 
ones making all the money and 
they didn’t raise as significantly.”

Council President Roy Avella-
neda agreed that there seemed to 
be some issues with the values, 
and he echoed that he wanted to 
speak with the Assessors.

“I want to echo some of the 
concerns that my colleague has,” 
he said.

“There are a number of incon-

sistencies in the property values 
I saw,” he said. “I don’t think 
enough work was done to update 
the values from a couple of years 
ago to now. Values in certain 
spots went up, but not in the larg-
er buildings. I don’t see the larg-
er building values going up and 
I think they should…The best 
thing we can do is make sure the 
values are fair to everyone and I 
want to say the values I saw post-
ed weren’t fair.”

Todd Taylor asked about the 
Fund and how people would 
qualify for it, as many people 
with high incomes on documents 
have lost their jobs or significant 
parts of their income. He said a 
lot of people who have recent-
ly been hit with economic pain 
might be missed with traditional 
documentation. 

Ambrosino said for most of 
the COVID programs, they have 
allowed people to self-certify, 
and they have had no problems. 

“Our experience is people 
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With the conclusion of the 
2020 Ozone Monitoring Sea-
son, the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion (MassDEP) announced that 
Massachusetts recorded three 
unhealthy ozone days, the few-
est since ozone monitoring be-
gan in the 1970s. Also known as 
“exceedance days,” all three un-
healthy air days occurred in late 
July and affected areas along the 
SouthCoast, Cape Cod and the 
Islands. The rest of the state ex-
perienced no unhealthy air days 
during the ozone monitoring 
season, which runs from March 
through September. One of the 
monitoring stations is in Lynn.

“While we still have work 
to do, the continual decline in 
ozone levels and unhealthy 
days is welcome news, provid-
ing health benefits to citizens 
across the Commonwealth,” 
said Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs Secretary Kathleen 

Theoharides. “The Baker-Polito 
Administration remains commit-
ted to building on this progress 
and continuing our efforts to 
reduce emissions to combat cli-
mate change while improving air 
quality and public health.”

“Massachusetts remains com-
mitted to improving our air qual-
ity because it helps those who are 
most sensitive to air pollution, 
including children, older adults, 
and those with respiratory ail-
ments,”said MassDEP Commis-
sioner Martin Suuberg. “Fewer 
emissions from vehicles, power 
plants and other emitters, as well 
as the implementation of clean-
er and greener renewable energy 
sources, provide increasing envi-
ronmental and health benefits to 
citizens across the state.”

An exceedance day is when 
any one of the Commonwealth’s 
17 ozone monitoring locations 
record a maximum 8-hour aver-
age ozone concentration above 

70 parts per billion (ppb), a level 
that was made more stringent in 
2015. Exceedance days were re-
corded on July 27 at monitoring 
stations in Fall River (73), Fair-
haven (76), Truro (73) and Aqui-
nnah, Martha’s Vineyard (78); 
on July 28 at Fairhaven (72) and 
Truro (71); and on July 30 at Fall 
River (71).

This ozone season, Massachu-
setts did not experience its first 
exceedance day until July 27, 
the furthest into the ozone sea-
son without an exceedance since 
2014. The Commonwealth also 
recorded 14 fewer exceedances 
days than neighboring Connecti-
cut, five fewer than New York 
and one less than Rhode Island.

Overall, Massachusetts con-
tinues to see a downward trend 
in ozone exceedance days (see 
chart below) after recording five 
in 2019 and well-below the all-
time high of 56 in 2002, based on 
an 8-hour average, which began 

Ozone monitoring season ends with lowest number of unhealthy air days since monitoring began

to be used as a standard in 1998.
Ozone is produced when heat 

and sunlight react with air pollut-
ants. Numerous scientific studies 
have linked ozone exposure to 
coughing and throat irritation; 
increased sensitivity to allergens; 
uncomfortable sensations in the 
chest; lung-lining inflammation; 
and reduced lung function. When 

ground-level ozone reaches un-
healthy levels, children are at 
highest risk because they tend to 
spend a lot of time playing out-
doors in warmer weather and are 
more likely to have asthma. Peo-
ple with respiratory diseases are 
also vulnerable, even at lower 
ozone levels.

MassDEP measures out-
door air quality at more than 20 
monitoring stations across the 
state and measures ozone at 16 
– Boston, Brockton, Chelms-
ford (two sites), Chicopee, East 
Milton-Blue Hills, Fairhaven, 
Fall River, Greenfield, Haver-
hill, Lynn, Pittsfield, Truro, Ux-
bridge, Ware, and Worcester. The 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
also measures ozone at a station 
in Aquinnah on Martha’s Vine-
yard. To get daily air quality up-
dates and forecasts or learn more 
about the statewide air monitor-
ing network, visit MassDEP’s 
air monitoring website MassAir-
Live here.

MassDEP is responsible for 
ensuring clean air and water, 
safe management and recycling 
of solid and hazardous wastes, 
timely cleanup of hazardous 
waste sites and spills and the 
preservation of wetlands and 
coastal resources.SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 
Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.
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Lynn'Lynn's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory
P+R Carpentry

• 35 years of satisfied 
customers!

• Stairs, Decks, 
Doors & Windows

• Small one-man jobs
• Free Estimates, Fair pricing

Call Peter 781-885-4198

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.comFor Advertising Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

HELP 
WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED-DEPENDABLE 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Busy Revere Based transportation 
company. All shifts available, trans-
porting passengers,
Our cars/our gas/our clients, call 
Ricky 781-913-6613 or 781-284-1000 
office (leave name and #)
Local geographical knowledge and 
good driving record a must.
--------------

ROOM FOR RENT
Winthrop
Extra small room in quiet home
Fully furnished, 50-inch TV w/ inter-
net. Off street parking, near bus line
Kitchen and yard access
Available now
Call Carl
781-426-5454
$800/month + heat

ROOM

FOR RENT

The Board of Health reports 
that the Town of Nahant has seen 
a rise in positive COVID-19 cas-
es recently, resulting in an in-
creased risk designation from the 
Commonwealth. 

According to the public health 
data released on Thursday, Nov. 
19, the town’s designation is now 
“yellow” indicating medium risk 
in the community. Residents are 
urged to continue to practice so-
cial distancing, wear face cov-
erings in public and limit their 
interactions with anyone who 
lives outside of their household, 
especially as Thanksgiving ap-
proaches next week. 

The Town of Nahant had pre-
viously been in the high risk 
category last month, and was el-
evated to medium from low risk 
with today’s report. 

According to today’s data, 
there have been 17 new con-
firmed positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Nahant over the 
past two weeks. Nahant’s aver-
age daily incidence rate, which 

the state uses to calculate risk 
determinations, has risen to 37.6 
per 100,000 residents.

Under state guidelines, Na-
hant will remain in its current 
phase of reopening unless it is 
elevated into the high risk cate-
gory and remains there for three 
consecutive weeks.

Get Tested
Massachusetts’ Stop the 

Spread testing initiative remains 
ongoing, and Nahant residents 
are encouraged to get tested re-
gardless of symptoms in order to 
better know their COVID-19 sta-
tus. The closest Stop the Spread 
testing sites are located in Lynn. 
For information about testing 
availability nearby through the 
Stop the Spread initiative,click 
here.

Free drive-through COVID-19 
testing is available for Nahant 
residents at the St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Church, 248 Nahant Road, 
in Nahant on Nov. 24-25 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and, beginning 
Dec. 2, on Wednesdays and Fri-

days from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Testing is also available 

available Monday through Fri-
day from 2:30-6:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays 8 a.m. to noon at the 
First Congregational Church, 40 
Monument Ave, in Swampscott.

Thanksgiving Travel Strongly 
Discouraged

The CDC and Mass Depart-
ment of Public Health strong-
ly urge against traveling for 
Thanksgiving next week.

The Commonwealth’s trav-
el restrictions remain in effect 
and require that all visitors from 
states other than Vermont and 
Hawaii quarantine for 14 days 
upon arrival or produce a neg-
ative test result from a sample 
taken within 72 hours of arrival. 
Travelers arriving after 12:01 
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 21, from 
New Hampshire and Maine will 
be subject to those restrictions as 
well. For complete information 
on the travel order, click here.

Prevent the Spread of 
COVID-19

COVID-19 prevention tips 
from the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health include:

• Remember that an infected 
individual can spread COVID-19 
before they have symptoms, 
which is why social distancing, 
maintaining a minimum of 6 feet 
from others, is critical. 

• Those who must go out are 
urged to:

 Avoid gathering in groups
 Maintain 6 feet from people 

outside your household
 Do not shake hands or hug
 Wash your hands often
• Those who are at a high risk 

for COVID-19, including those 
over the age of 65 and with un-
derlying health conditions, are 
advised to stay home and avoid 
non-essential tasks and errands

• Wear a mask in indoor and 
outdoor spaces where social dis-
tancing from people outside your 
household is not possible. This 
does not apply to those under the 
age of two and with underlying 
health conditions. 

• Face coverings should:
 Cover the nose and mouth
 Fit snugly and comfortably 

against the side of the face
 Be secured with either ties or 

ear loops
 Permit breathing without dif-

ficulty
 Be able to be washed and 

machine dried without damage. 
Face masks should be washed 
regularly depending on the 
amount of use. 

For more information about 
COVID-19 prevention and 
symptoms, visit the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) website here and the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health website here.

Additional information re-
garding the Town of Nahant’s 
response to COVID-19 can 
be found online at Nahant-
COVID19.com.

Nahant residents with ques-
tions may additionally contact 
the Nahant Board of Health at 
781-581-0088.

Town of Nahant designated as medium risk community for COVID-19
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Wishing You Health, Happiness and 
Well being this Thanksgiving Day

Charles Gaeta, Executive Director | Laura Walsh, Chairperson 
Board of Commissioners Susan McGinnis-Lang, 
Steve Martin, Robert Muise, & Frederick Russell

Eliza Brown, a captain and goalkeeper for the St. Mary’s High School girls soccer team, provided one of the 
memorable moments of the 2020 sports season when she scored a goal in the Spartans’ 7-0 victory over 
Saint Joseph Prep of Brighton on Senior Day. It was the first time in the program’s history that a player 
recorded a shutout and also scored a goal in a game. St. Mary’s student-photographer Julianna Fama took 
these photos of Eliza Brown as she advanced to the middle of the field (photo left) and later celebrated her 
historic goal with her teammates (above). Eliza is the daughter of St. Mary’s boys basketball head coach 
David Brown and Helen Brown, and the sister of St. Mary’s varsity basketball player David Brown Jr. Her 
grandfather, the late Peter Pedro Sr., was an inductee in the Lynn Tech and West Texas State University 
Halls of Fame.

A Memorable Moment
St. Mary’s Eliza Brown 
scores a goal on senior day
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