
Special to the Journal

 Bridgewell, a nonprofit social 
and human services organiza-
tion serving northeastern Mas-
sachusetts, has announced that 
Kirsten O’Keefe of Lynn has 
been promoted to director of the 
Bridgewell Family Support Cen-
ter in Lynn.

“Kirsten brings valuable ex-
perience and enthusiasm to our 
strong team of Family Support 
Community Case Managers,” 
said Jessica Almeida, Vice Pres-
ident of Day Habilitation and 
Community Engagement. “Both 
the families we serve and our 
staff will benefit from her leader-
ship and knowledge.”

O’Keefe has been working in 
human services for more than a 
decade and has extensive knowl-
edge of community resources 
and navigating health care sys-
tems. She was most recently a 
direct support professional in 

Bridgewell’s residential pro-
grams, working with individuals 
with developmental disabilities 
including autism. O’Keefe holds 
an associate’s degree in criminal 
justice from North Shore Com-
munity College and a bachelor’s 
degree in health care administra-
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 
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Beautiful Detail, 
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$485,000
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Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
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AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
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ORIENT HEIGHTS
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1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout
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Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K
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GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900
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REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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Per 
Gallon
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K
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GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you 
need to know, go to lynnjournal.com

Please see O’KEEFE Page 2

Special to the Journal

Community leader Michelle 
Guzman, founder and CEO of 
Lynn Walking Shoe Tours, has 
been elected to a three-year term 
on the Essex National Heritage 
Commission.

Guzman launched Lynn Walk-
ing Shoe tours in 2018. During 
her tours, Guzman visits  land-
marks throughout the city while 
providing biographical informa-
tion about Lynn’s historic resi-

dents notably abolitionist, writer, 
and statesman Frederick Doug-
lass, religious leader and author 
Mary Baker Eddy, and inventor 
Lydia Pinkham.

“These Essex Heritage Com-
missioners serve as representa-
tives of community organiza-
tions, educational institutions, 
and historic, cultural, and natural 
resources of the region. “Our lo-
cal Commissioners represent a 
variety of institutions across the 
Heritage Area and serve an im-

portant role as ambassadors and 
advocates for this region,” said 
CEO, Annie C. Harris. “Essex 
Heritage is grateful for the sup-
port of these new Commission-
ers as partners in promoting the 
unique assets of Essex County.” 

The  Essex National Heritage 
Commission  (Essex Heritage) 
is a non-profit that manages and 
provides numerous programs 
preserving and enhancing Essex 
County’s historic, natural and 
cultural places.

Guzman elected to Essex National Heritage Commission

Bridgewell hires O’Keefe to 
direct Family Support Center

Kirsten O’Keefe.

Greater Boston League will go
to two divisions in basketball

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Boston League 
will split into two divisions in 
basketball for the 2024-25 sea-
son.

Lynn English Director of Ath-
letics Dick Newton and Lynn 
Classical Director of Athletics 
Bill Devin said the league vot-
ed at its April meeting to go to a 
two-division format in boys and 
girls basketball.

In boys basketball, Lynn En-
glish and Lynn Classical will 
compete in a division with Ever-
ett and Malden.

Chelsea, Revere, Somerville, 
and Medford will compete in the 
other division.

In girls basketball, Lynn Clas-
sical will play in a division with 
Medford, Revere, and Malden. 
Lynn English will play in a di-
vision with Chelsea, Somerville, 
and Everett

English and Classical will 
play teams in their division twice 
and teams in the other division 
once, though there will be a sec-
ond meeting between the Lynn 
schools.

“The two-division format in 
basketball is being done as a pi-
lot program,” said Devin. “If it is 
successful, we may expand it to 
other sports.”

Please see GBL Page 3

Special to the Journal

My Brother’s Table has an-
nounced the reopening of its ren-
ovated dining room, unveiling 
enhanced space that will serve 
the community’s evolving needs. 
Since 1982, My Brother’s Ta-
ble has served over 7.8 million 

meals, with an astounding half of 
these meals served since 2020, a 
testament to the burgeoning de-
mand in Lynn.

The Table began renovations 
in January, and is set to debut the 
improved space later this month. 
During the renovation period, 
staff and volunteers used tempo-

rary trailers with walk-up takeout 
service to ensure meal service 
continued uninterrupted.

The new dining room reflects 
a thoughtful meeting of two 
distinct needs: the warmth and 

My Brother’s Table dining room reopens with 
upgraded facilities to meet growing community needs

Please see TABLE Page 5

HATS AND HEELS TEA

The North Shore Juneteenth Association held its 2024 Hats and Heels Tea event May 5 at the Hawthorne 
Hotel, Salem. Among the guests enjoying the North Shore Juneteenth Hats and Heels Tea are Vicky Rivera, 
Madelyn Lopez, Ligia Guerrero, Rosario Ubiera-Minaya, Ogor “Winnie” Okoye, Lisa Miller-Gillespie, Sarah 
Bullock, Terry Young, and Kay Rowe. See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.
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tion from Southern New Hamp-
shire University.

Bridgewell’s Family Support 
Center (FSC) is a cultural and 
linguistic family support center 
on the North Shore that works 
with diverse, traditionally un-
derserved populations. The pro-
gram serves about 200 families 
annually. 

Funded through the Depart-
ment of Developmental Ser-
vices (DDS), the FSC’s purpose 
is to support families when they 
need it most, providing resourc-
es for people with autism and 
developmental disabilities, and 
assisting family members car-
ing for a loved with a disability 
in attaining supports to posi-
tively impact their lives.

“Having worked in the Hu-
man Services field for many 
years now, I’ve gained exten-
sive experience that I will apply 
in this new role,” said O’Keefe. 
“I look forward to working with 
the case managers to assist and 
support each of the families we 
serve.”

Working with other commu-
nity partners, the FSC provides 
resources, information and indi-
vidualized case management to 
people age three or older with 
developmental disabilities, in-
cluding autism, and their fami-
lies at all stages of the lifespan. 
It also offers workshops, train-
ings, parent networking, mento-
ring and support groups, among 
other services.

“My goal is to focus on fur-
ther expanding our community 

outreach and collaboration ef-
forts, and to implement more 
enriching activities for the local 
community here at the already 
thriving Family Support Cen-
ter,” said O’Keefe.

Learn more about 
Bridgewell’s Family Support 
Center services online at https://
bridgewell.org/disability-ser-
vices/autism-services/fami-
ly-support-center/.

Bridgewell is a nonprofit 
social and human service orga-
nization dedicated to strength-
ening communities. Head-
quartered in Peabody, Mass., 
Bridgewell empowers people 

with disabilities and other life 
challenges to live safe, self-di-
rected and productive lives. 
Bridgewell delivers support 
through community housing, 
day programs, outpatient treat-
ment, recovery services, educa-
tion, and employment training. 
Bridgewell’s staff of more than 
1,400 professionals serves ap-
proximately 7,000 people and 
their families.  Bridgewell is 
accredited by the Commission 
on the Accreditation of Reha-
bilitation Facilities (CARF) and 
fully licensed by the state. For 
more information visit www.
bridgewell.org.
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20 YEARS OF MARRIAGE
EQUALITY IN 

MASSACHUSETTS
It was 20 years ago this week (on May 17, 2004, to be exact), that 

the first marriage licenses were issued by cities and towns across Mas-
sachusetts for same-sex couples.

 The marriage licenses were precipitated by the decision by the 
state’s Supreme Judicial Court in November in the Goodridge case, 
which declared that same sex couples were entitled to the same legal 
protections and rights as heterosexual couples.

It’s hard to imagine, with 20/20 hindsight, that marriage equality 
ever was an issue. There is not -- and never has been -- a justification 
for not allowing two adults to marry the person of their choosing in 
order to enjoy the legal status and privileges that marriage conveys.

But back in 2004, in the immediate aftermath of the Goodridge de-
cision, there were many members of our state legislature, both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, who were talking of holding a Constitutional 
Convention in order to amend the state constitution to allow same-sex 
couples to have only so-called civil unions, not full marriage.

Massachusetts was an outlier in 2004 and fortunately the effort 
to call for a Constitutional Convention failed. Soon thereafter, other 
states allowed same-sex marriages and then in 2015, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in a 5-4 decision in the Obergefell v Hodges cases that all 
states must issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

However, public opinion was way ahead of the courts. Modern Fam-
ily, the hit TV comedy show that started in 2007, included a gay couple 
among its characters. Today, polls consistently show that more than 70 
percent of Americans across all party lines support same-sex marriage.

To be sure, there still is much to be done to assure equal protection 
of all rights for our fellow Americans of the LGTBQIA+  community. 
But it is worth noting the events of 20 years ago to acknowledge the 
momentous changes that have taken place in the course of one gener-
ation.

PLASTIC, PLASTIC 
EVERYWHERE

In the classic 1967 movie, the Graduate, Dustin Hoffman’s charac-
ter, Benjamin Braddock, a recent college graduate, is taken aside by 
a family friend at his graduation party, who says to him, “Ben, I just 
have one word of advice for you. Are you listening? ‘Plastics’. There’s 
a great future in plastics. Think about it. Will you think about it?”

“Yes sir,” Benjamin replies meekly.
In 1967, plastics were nowhere near as ubiquitous as they are in 

2024. But the advice given to Benjamin was prescient -- today, plas-
tics, which are petroleum-based, are used for just about everything in 
our daily lives.

The problem is, plastics also are in everything, including our bodies. 
According to scientists, microplastics are flowing through every one of 
our organs and tissues, and the same is true for just about every animal 
on earth.

In addition, very little of the plastic that we generate is recyclable. 
We may think of ourselves as being virtuous when we dutifully recycle 
all of our plastic items every week, but a recent survey revealed that 
only about six percent of plastic items are recycled and that much of 
what is labeled as “recyclable” really is not recyclable at all. Those 
hard-plastic containers that hold our laundry detergent, for example, 
can be recycled only at a very few facilities across the country, which 
means that almost all of them end up in landfills, where they eventu-
ally disintegrate and make their way into the food chain and our water 
-- and into our bodies.

Almost 60 years after the Graduate, we are drowning -- literally -- in 
a sea of plastics, and with the demand for plastics ever-increasing, the 
problem is only going to get worse. It is estimated that by 2050, the 
demand for plastics will triple and the amount of plastic in the world’s 
oceans actually will outweigh the fish. 

Yes, as foretold in 1967, the future was indeed, “Plastics.” 
But that future -- today’s present -- turned out to be a grim one.

Thrills and chills, all for a 
great cause! Mystic Valley El-
der Services (MVES) will host 
a performance of “Dial M for 
Murder” Thursday, May 16, at 
Greater Boston Stage Com-
pany, 395 Main St., Stone-
ham. The show is MVES’ an-
nual Spring for Independence 
fundraiser, benefitting older 
adults and people with disabil-
ities in our community.

In “Dial M for Murder,” 
Tony believes his wife Margot 
is having an affair, and he wants 
revenge. He plans out the per-
fect murder. Or is it? The audi-
ence follows twists and turns as 
the suspense builds – will Tony 
succeed in his attempt and will 
he be caught?

“Dial M for Murder” may be 
best known as the 1954 Hitch-

cock film, but it started out as 
a successful stage play. Clev-
er and fast-paced, the current 
show puts a modern spin on the 
original.

MVES invites theatergoers 
to a pre-show reception at 6 
p.m. with complimentary cock-

tails and hors d’oeuvres. The 
show starts at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are available for $80 
each at www.mves.org/dial-m-
for-murder. For more about the 
show, please contact MVES’ 
Development Department at 
781-388-4802 or develop-
ment@mves.or

Founded in 1975, MVES 
provides resources and care to 
older adults and people with 
disabilities. Services include 
Meals on Wheels, transpor-
tation, in-home assistance, 
health insurance counseling, 
caregiver supports, and more. 
The nonprofit serves Chelsea, 
Everett, Revere, Winthrop, and 
seven other communities north 
of Boston. For more informa-
tion, call 781-324-7705 or visit 
www.mves.org.

Fundraiser brings ‘Dial M for Murder’ to the stage
Classic mystery gets a modern twist

O’Keefe / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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In GBL football news, Everett 
High will play an independent 
schedule in the 2024 football 
season. The move was made 
after Everett went 7-1 overall 
(7-0 in the GBL) in its first eight 
games last season, but fell short 
of qualifying for the MIAA Di-

vision 1 playoffs due to the rat-
ings points system. Everett will 
play non-league games against 
Mansfield, Xaverian, Taunton, 
BC High, and Brockton. Everett 
will also play GBL schools Lynn 
Classical, Medford, and Revere.

Camp 21- Women’s Tackle 
Football officially kicks off 
Special to The Journal

Camp 21 – Women’s Tackle 
Football in Boston, has launched 
its first football training camp for 
women and girls of all ages.

Rumunda “Moe” Holder, 
founder and CEO of Camp 21, 
joined University of New En-
gland assistant football coach 
Sue Lizotte and professional 
women’s football players Chris 
Ellis-Hibbett, Heidi Epstein, and 
Chelsea High Director of Ath-
letics and eight-time women’s 
football Super Bowl champion 
Amanda Alpert as instructors at 
the inaugural camp session held 
May 4 at Healy Field in Roslin-
dale.

“Women have been play-
ing organized tackle football in 
the U.S. for more than four de-
cades, yet football continues to 
be a male-dominated arena,” 
said Rumunda Holder, Founder 
and CEO of  Camp  21  - Wom-
en’s Tackle Football. “Through 
this first-of-its-kind continuous 
football training camp for wom-
en, we’re aiming to promote the 
evolution of Women’s Tackle 
Football, encourage more wom-
en to embrace the sport and ulti-
mately challenge the perceptions 
of a sport traditionally dominated 
by males.”

Also assisting at the camp 
was former Division 1 college 
football player Kalonji Hall, a 
resident of East Boston who has 
coached the Showstoppers team 
in the Boston Women’s Flag 
Football League.

“I think this camp will provide 
an excellent opportunity for girls 
to learn the fundamentals of tack-
le football and move on to com-
petitive play,” said Hall, who is 
helping Holder coordinate the 
camp.

Holder said she would like to 
start a citywide girls tackle foot-
ball program for students in the 
Boston public schools.

Women’s Tackle Football Camp 
21 Director Rumunda Holder 
is hoping to start a girls tackle 
football program in the Boston 
public schools.

University of New England assistant football coach Sue Lizotte and professional women’s tackle football 
players Chris Ellis-Hibbett, Rumunda Holder, Heidi Epstein, and Amanda Alpert are pictured at the first 
session of Camp 21 – Women’s Tackle Football.

Women’s Tackle Football Camp 21 Director Rumunda Holder tosses the football to Amy Martinez at the 
first session of the camp.
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SEAN STELLATO HOSTS NFL DRAFT WATCH PARTY

NFL player agent Sean Stella-
to hosted his annual NFL Draft 
Watch Party at the Ferncroft 
Country Club.

The many guests watched the 
first round of the NFL Draft on 
a large-screen television and en-

joyed a buffet. There were also 
raffle drawings and a silent auc-
tion.

NFL Player Agent Sean Stellato, with his parents, Patrick Stellato and Gloria Stellato, and his brother, Mike 
Stellato, at the NFL Draft Party.

Chad McDonough, Tom DeVito Sr. (father of New York Giants quar-
terback Tommy DeVito), and Boston Content Creator Tommy Guarino.

Sean Stellato and clients, from left, two-time Super Bowl champion Brandon King of the New England 
Patriots, Russell Dandy, Jordan Riggs, and Peewee Jarrett.

Former St. Mary’s High School football player James Buckley (left) and 
guests.

JJ Cruz, Anthony Pisani, and Victor Molle.
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camaraderie of the pre-Covid 
in-house dining, and the conve-
nience and efficiency of the pan-
demic-era takeout operations. 
The redesigned space caters to 
guests in a hurry, offering quick 
grab-and-go options, while of-
fering welcoming space for those 
who wish to relax and converse 
while enjoying their meals.

“Our vision for the new dining 
room is rooted in honoring our 
founders’ vision of ‘serving all 
guests according to their needs,’ 
in an atmosphere of hospitali-
ty, warmth, and unconditional 
love,” said Dianne Kuzia Hills, 
Executive Director of My Broth-
er’s Table.

The capital project was made 
possible by a generous $250,000 
grant from Mass General 
Brigham, with additional support 
from Eastern Bank, Institution 
For Savings Bank, Salem Five 
Bank, and the American Endow-
ment Foundation.

“Access to healthy, nutritious 
food is critical for good health 

outcomes,” said Elsie Taveras, 
MD, MPH, Chief Community 
Health & Health Equity Offi-
cer for Mass General Brigham. 
“Mass General Brigham is so 
proud to support the opening of 
My Brother’s Table’s new dining 
room and their mission to serve 
every guest with warmth and 
dignity.”

To celebrate this milestone, 
the Table is offering a series of 
events, including a Ribbon Cut-
ting and an Open House. The 
community is invited to the Open 
House on Sunday, May 19, from 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, to tour the 
renovated space and learn about 
the Table’s ongoing work.

In June, My Brother’s Table 
will be holding a fundraiser at 
Mission on the Bay to raise the 
final funds required for the ren-
ovation. For more information 
about the Table and its reopen-
ing events, please visit  www.
mybrotherstable.org or call 781-
595-3224.

Table / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

SEAN STELLATO HOSTS NFL DRAFT WATCH PARTY

Hall of Fame candlepin bowler Jim Barber and Jane Barber. Sebastion Delasoudas, Brandon King, Sean Stellato, Russell Dandy, and Peewee Jarrett. 

Sofia Falcon, Diego Reyes, Robert Pettit, Albie Alicea, and Olivia Yeomelakis.

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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NORTH SHORE JUNETEENTH ASSOCIATION HOLDS HATS AND HEELS TEA

The North Shore Juneteenth 
Association held its 2024 Hats 
and Heels Tea event May 5 at the 
Hawthorne Hotel, Salem.

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Ni-
cole McClain, president and 
founder, welcomed the many 
guests, who were attired stylishly 
for the festive event. 

GAR Museum Curator Wendy Joseph, NSJA President Nicole McClain, 
and Poet Laureate Porsha Olayiwola.

Larnell Lane and Lynn Rams 
Youth Football and Cheer Presi-
dent Amy Robinson.

NSJA President Nicole McClain (right) welcomes Alexis Lane and 
Larnell Lane to the Hats and Heels Tea event Sunday, May 5 at the 
Hawthorne Hotel, Salem.

Kiauria Sosa, Reny Pascual, Carol Lavoie-Schuster, and Blessing Chukwu. Wendy Joseph, Sen. Joan Lovely, Francellis Quinones, and Cynthia Nwachukwu.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Lynn Journal encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports sto-
ries and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news 

releases and photos to Cary@lynnjournal.com  
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visit us at www.lynnjournal.com

Save ENERGY
Save MONEY
Get a Mass Save® no-cost Home Energy
Assessment and connect with ways to save
energy and money at home.

Visit MassSave.com/LynnSwampscott
or scan the QR code to learn more.

Sue Meigs - Energy Advocate
City of Lynn
(508) 682-1312
lynnswampscott@allinenergy.org

Lynn is a Mass Save Community First Partner

Información
en español

NORTH SHORE JUNETEENTH ASSOCIATION HOLDS HATS AND HEELS TEA

Carolina Trujillo, Adriana Paz, Michea McCaffrey, Alexis Lane, and Larnell Lane.

Representing the City of Lynn 
are Councilor-at-Large Nicole 
McClain and Ward 4 Councilor 
Natasha Megie-Maddrey.

Venessa Masterson and Monica 
Swaida.

Ogor “Winnie” Okoye and Bless-
ing Chukwu.

Rose DiGregorio and Stephanie 
McKinney.

Ogor “Winnie” Okoye, Adriana Paz, Jireh Ishaazi, April Mosely, North Shore Juneteenth President Nicole 
McClain, April Anderson, Nayellie Estrella, and Wendy Joseph.
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The School Committee recognized the championship teams of 
the Annual Elementary Basketball Tournament at their meeting on 
Thursday, April 25.  

Boys Division 1 - Ford Falcons.Girls Division 2 - Callahan Eagles.

Girls Division 3 - Aborn Owls.

LYNN SCHOOL COMMITTEE HONORS CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS OF THE ANNUAL 
ELEMENTARY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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Boys Division 3 - Brickett Tigers.

Girls Division 1 - Ford Falcons.

One of the division championship teams in the Elementary School Basketball Tourna-
ment is honored by Mayor Jared Nicholson and School Committee members.

LYNN SCHOOL COMMITTEE HONORS CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS OF THE ANNUAL 
ELEMENTARY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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Malden Catholic announces major campus expansion to support 
growing student population and enhance academic and athletic programs 

Special to the Journal

Malden Catholic (MC) an-
nounced major expansion plans 
for its academic and athletic pro-
grams. By partnering with Tim-
berline Construction and Scalora 
Consulting Group, MC broke 
ground on May 9, for a state-
of-the-art academic and athletic 
facility located across the street 
from Malden Catholic at 50 
Crystal Street. This expansion 
will introduce a 7th and 8th grade 
program, tentatively scheduled 
to open for students in Septem-
ber 2025, pending any unfore-
seen delays or adjustments. MC 
will accept 100 students in its 7th 
grade and 100 students in its 8th 
grade. This development aims to 
build upon the remarkable 40% 
growth in enrollment observed 
over the past five years and the 
success of MC’s codivisional 
model. Next year’s high school 
enrollment is anticipated to sur-
pass 900 students.

President John Thornburg 
made the announcement during 
Malden Catholic’s 18th Annual 
Gala Celebration on April 6th, 
unveiling the launch of the cap-
ital campaign, Our Essential Fu-
ture – A Campaign for Malden 
Catholic.

“We are excited to announce 
the first major campus expansion 
since Malden Catholic relocated 
to Crystal Street more than 55 
years ago—a milestone moment 
that will enhance the MC expe-
rience for our students, faculty/
staff, and the community,” stated 
Thornburg.

“In addition to expanding and 
modernizing our campus, we 
are advancing our mission by 
extending the Xaverian Broth-
ers’ educational experience to 
7th and 8th grade students. This 
expansion will lay a strong foun-
dation, facilitating the transition 
into MC’s college-preparatory 
high school programs. When I 
accepted this position at Malden 
Catholic five years ago, I was ex-
cited about our growth potential 
due to our unique codivisional 
model and the Board’s decision 
to invest in a 1.6-acre property 
across the street. This announce-
ment marks the next major phase 
in realizing our vision to grow 
our remarkable school. As we 
embark on this next chapter in 

the MC story, we are grateful 
to our many supporters, includ-
ing our dear friend, mentor, and 
generous benefactor, the late Joe 
O’Donnell ’62, who served as 
Co-Chair of the campaign before 
his passing in January 2024.”

The 70,000 square foot build-
ing will include cutting-edge 
classrooms and lab spaces, a 
spacious dining hall and mod-
ern office facilities to support 
administrative needs and student 
services. The athletic facility will 
include a 30,000 square-foot in-
door turf field, a 6,000 square-
foot basketball    court, wellness 
center and weight room. The 
Biomedical Engineering lab will 
facilitate the addition of more 
biomedical classes within MC’s 
Project Lead the Way Program. 
Dedicated classrooms for Entre-
preneurship and Financial Liter-
acy will also be added to expand 
the growth of MC’s Business 
Program.

The capital campaign – Our 
Essential Future – A Campaign 
for Malden Catholic - has a goal 
of $40 million, which will serve 
to fund construction at 50 Crystal 
Street and increase scholarship 
support for students. The cam-
paign is off to a strong start with 
impressive support from the MC 
community.

The Our Essential Future 
Campaign recognizes the com-

bined 180 years of outstanding 
educational services and faith 
formation provided to students 
from Malden and surround-
ing communities by the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame and the 
Xaverian Brothers. It aims to 
ensure that future generations 
will have the opportunity for an 
exceptional Catholic high school 
experience at Malden Catholic. 

Jim and Bev Donovan, long-
time benefactors to the school, 
have provided a $5 million lead 
gift to the Campaign. Jim, who 
served for over 20 years as a 
Trustee at MC, including the last 
10 years as Board Chair, will now 
serve as Co-Chair of the Cam-
paign. He has been instrumental 
in every major strategic initiative 
during his tenure and played a 
crucial role in formulating plans 
for the campus expansion. 

In a statement, Jim Dono-
van expressed his hopes: “As 
non-graduates, Bev and I hope 
our lead gift inspires the many 
thousands of men and wom-
en privileged to hold an MC or 
Girls Catholic diploma. This gift 
honors my father’s service to 
the school as a custodian in the 
50s and 60s, where he mentored 
many students and was a beloved 
friend and confidant of many 
Xaverian Brothers. It also honors 
my sister Elaine’s service as a 
School Sister of Notre Dame. We 

strongly believe that the young 
men and women of Malden, 
Medford, Everett, Revere, and 
the surrounding communities 
served by MC deserve the best 
educational platform and athletic 
facilities, and that the campus ex-
pansion at 50 Crystal Street will 
be truly transformative for them. 
It is our hope that the entire MC 
community will join us in mak-
ing this a reality.”

For more information about 
7th and 8th grade enrollment 
at 50 Crystal Street and addi-
tional details about Our Essen-
tial Future – A Campaign for 
Malden Catholic, please visit 
the campaign website at www.
maldencatholic.org/give/cam-
paign-launch.

Malden Catholic would like to 
thank the following individuals 
for their invaluable contributions 
to the success of Our Essential 
Future – A Campaign for Malden 
Catholic: 

Malden Catholic Advance-
ment Team: Sean Hurley ’97, 
CFO/VP of Advancement, 
Robert McCarthy P’07, Senior 
Director of Advancement and 
Strategic Partnerships, Grego-
ry Maynard, Director of Major 
Gifts, Strategic Initiatives and 
Planned Giving, Sarah Hamilton, 
Esq., P’22, Director of Annual 
Gifts and Operations

Honorary Campaign Chairs: 

Dr. Eugene F. Fama ’56 and 
Sallyann (Dimeco) GC’56 and 
Ted Legasey ’63 and Tricia (Mc-
Namara) GC’63

Campaign Co-Chairs:  Joseph 
J. O’Donnell ’62 and James R. 
Donovan Hon’11

Board Chair: Mason S. Tena-
glia ’74

Malden Catholic Presi-
dent: John K. Thornburg

Campaign Steering Commit-
tee:  Patricia McWade GC’65, 
Rosemary (Boland) Phalen 
GC’69, Richard L. Sumberg ’64, 
Brian J. Walsh ’84 P’16, ’18, ’20

Campaign Leadership Com-
mittee:  Mark T. Cannon ’73, 
Richard F. Connolly, Jr. ’57, Ali-
cia Cooney P’21, Paul T. Fitzger-
ald, Esq. ’81,  Joseph J. Keough 
’88, Daniel J. Lawler ’84, Daniel 
Passacantilli ’90, Mark J. Sulli-
van ’83

Parent Leadership Commit-
tee: Stephen J. Byrne ’95, P’24, 
’26, Benjamin Marino P’22, ’24, 
Colleen McGlynn Moody P’24, 
Craig Spadafora ’91, P’26, ’27, 
Peter Van Dorpe P’27

Since 1932, Malden Catholic 
High School has shaped emerg-
ing leaders in our community, 
claiming a Nobel Laureate, a 
Senator, two ambassadors and 
countless community and busi-
ness heads among its alumni. 
Annually, graduates attend some 
of the nation’s most renown 
universities including Harvard, 
Princeton, Dartmouth, Univer-
sity of Chicago, Georgetown, 
Cornell, Brown, Tufts, Carne-
gie Mellon, Duke, Notre Dame, 
Northeastern, Boston College 
and College of the Holy Cross. 
Foundational to student success 
is Malden Catholic’s codivision-
al model which offers the best 
of both worlds, single-gender 
academics during the day and 
integrated social and extracurric-
ular opportunities after school. 
Malden Catholic is known in the 
community for its rigorous aca-
demics, SFX Scholars Program 
and award-winning STEM pro-
gram. Malden Catholic curricula 
is designed to improve individ-
ual growth mindset, leadership 
principles and success outcomes 
along with integrating the Xave-
rian values of trust, humility, 
compassion, simplicity and 
zeal. https://www.maldencatho-
lic.org.

Artist rendering of the state-of-the-art academic and athletic facility.
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Dr. Nicki Buscemi, a professor 
of English at North Shore Com-
munity College (NSCC), has 
been selected as one of only 36 
faculty chosen nationwide, and 
the only honoree from the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, for 
the 2024 Dale P. Parnell Facul-
ty Distinction Recognition. The 
AACC Faculty Distinction Rec-
ognition, named in honor of for-
mer AACC President and CEO 
Dale P. Parnell, was established 
to recognize individuals making 
a difference in the classroom.

Dr. Buscemi was honored, 
along with the other awardees, 
at the recent American Associ-
ation of Community Colleges’ 
(AACC) annual convention, held  
in Louisville, KY.

In an excerpt from Dr. Busce-
mi’s nomination letter, submitted 
by Dr. Christian Bednar, Interim 
Assistant Provost at NSCC, Bus-
cemi was lauded “as the consum-
mate champion of access, equity 
and the liberal arts. Her teaching 
is exemplary; her college ser-
vice, exceptional; and her dedi-
cation to students, unparalleled.”

Now a Lynn resident, original-
ly from the Midwest, Buscemi 
and her husband moved to Lynn 
in 2006, fell in love with the city 
and decided to stay to raise their 
children, who have gone through 
Lynn public schools.  She joined 
NSCC in 2012 as an assistant 
professor in the English depart-
ment, rising to become a full pro-
fessor.

“I taught at various 4-year 
schools during and after earning 
my Ph.D. in English, but once 
I began teaching at NSCC, my 
students soon became my favor-
ites! The vibrancy and wealth of 
experiences they brought to the 
classroom were unmatched, and 
the privilege of teaching them 
and being part of their journeys 

in and outside of the classroom 
pushed me to become a better in-
structor and to consider a host of 
factors that contribute to student 
success,” said Buscemi.  “Over 
the years, I’ve come to see teach-
ing at a community college as 
my calling. Being named a Dale 
P. Parnell Distinguished Faculty 
honoree by the AACC has val-
idated that belief. I feel deeply 
honored to have received this 

recognition for work that I’m 
both proud of and love to do.”

Buscemi earned a B.A. from 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
where she majored in English 
and minored in dance and phi-
losophy; an M.A. in English 
from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago; and a Ph.D. in English 
from the University of Iowa.  
As part of her college service, 
she has served as a volunteer 
academic advisor in NSCC’s 
Student Support and Advising 
Center in addition to serving 
on the Arts in April Committee, 
the Forum Steering Commit-
tee, the Governance Restructure 
Committee and as the chair on 
NSCC’s Student Development 
Committee.  For fun and having 
minored in dance, Buscemi has 
helped to choreograph several 
NSCC productions, including 
most recently the Spring 2023 
play, a sci-fi parody called Fight 
Girl Battle World!
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Remembering & Honoring 
Our Veterans

Charles Gaeta, Executive Director
Board of Commissioners Susan McGinnis-Lang, 
Steve Martin, Robert Muise, & Justin Anshewitz

NORTH SHORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HONOR SCHOLARS RECOGNITION DINNER
The North Shore Chamber of Commerce held its Honor Scholars Recognition Dinner at the DoubleTree Inn, Danvers.

The top five percent of seniors academically in each graduating class from 35 high schools on the North Shore were honored at the dinner.

Lynn Tech Principal Fred Gallo (right) is pictured with the Tech honorees, including  Ryan Aguilar, Fernanda Aguirre Gonzalez, Matthew Charleau, Alans Cordova Debora, Esteban 
Cubides Ramirez, Triet Doan, Fernanda Lopez, Jolett Majano Licona, Astrid Marroquin Chavez, Myriam-Victoria Meloncourt, Oluwademilade Okusaya, Hector Perez Gonzalez, and 
Tin Fi Sophal.  The photo of the Lynn English High School honorees at the dinner will appear in the next edition of the Lynn Journal.

Lynn Classical Principal Amy Dunn (left) and the Lynn Classical seniors who were 
honored at the North Shore Honor Scholars Recognition Dinner, including Wandelin 
Aquino Jr., Tyler Bobbitt, Rachel Dana, Jihane El Gaurroudi, Kiana Hong, Ashley Lazo, 
Brandon Lor, Andy Ly, Dominik Mazariegos, Katy Mendez Zacarias, Isabella Pha, Jayden 
Polonsky, Michael Raithel, Javier Rivera-Sauceda, Christofer Romero, and Sandra Tang.

St. Mary’s High School Senior Class Advisor Mike Jalbert (left) and Associate Head of 
School David Angeramo (right) with the St. Mary’s High School honorees, from left, 
Nicole Hanlon (Valedictorian) Kaya Jackson, Kyle Kwiatek, Makenzie Petillo, Colby Kelly 
(Salutatorian), Nadia Del Sonno, Svetlana Parisi, and Daniela DiCostanzo.  Not pictured: 
Giana Ribeiro and Nayeli Orellana. 


